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E.O.l 1652:N/A 
TAGS: ETEL, ITU 

SUBJECT: ITU: ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL: THIRD AND FINAL 
WEEK, MAY 29- JUNE 1 

REF: GENEVA 8229 

1 . SUMMARY: SESSION ENDED ONE DAY EARLY, ON JUNE 1, 
MAKING IT SHORTEST COUNCIL MEETING IN ITU HISTORY. LAST 
WEEK WAS RELATIVELY UNCONTROVERSIAL EXCEPT FOR DRAFT 
RESOLUTION ON FUTURE OF TECHNICAL COOPERATION. 
EXTRANEOUS POLITICAL DEBATE WAS AT LOWEST LEVEL EVER. 
COUNCIL APPROVED BUDGET FOR 1979 WHICH WAS ONE PERCENT 
HIGHER THAN 1978, BUT CONTRIBUTORY UNIT WAS REDUCED 
FOUR PERCENT BY USING WITHDRAWAL FROM RESERVE ACCOUNT 
FOR THIS PURPOSE. COUNCIL NOTED UK PROPOSAL FOR EARLY 
MOBILE SERVICES WARC AND REFERRED MATTER TO 1979 WARC 
FOR DECISION. END SUMMARY 

2. REGULAR BUDGET: DURING FINAL WEEK, ADMIN COUNCIL 
APPROVED 1979 BUDGET OF SF 61,557,000, AN INCREASE OF 
ONE PERCENT OVER 1978 FIGURE OF SF 60,600,000, BUT WELL 
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UNDER ORIGINAL PROPOSAL BY SECRETARIAT OF SF 63,178,000 
AND UNDER TORREMOLINOS CEILING. SIZE OF CONTRIBUTORY 
UNIT WAS REDUCED SHARPLY FROM 1978 FIGURE OF SF 131,800 
TO SF 126,400 BY LARGER THAN USUAL DRAW-DOWN FROM 
RESERVE ACCOUNT. ACCORDINGLY, U.S. CONTRIBUTION TO ITU 
FOR 1979 OF SF 3,792,000 WILL BE WELL UNDER 1978 FIGURE 
OF SF 3,954,000. ONLY UNEXPECTED DEVELOPMENT WAS 
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SUDDEN SOVIET PROPOSAL TO INCREASE SIZE OF RPOA/SIO 
CONTRIBUTORY UNIT, NOW ONE-SIXTH OF MEMBER'S UNIT, TO 
ONE-FOURTH. DECISION ON PROPOSAL WAS AVERTED BY AGREE- 
MENT TO STUDY THIS MATTER FURTHER AT 1979 SESSION. 

3. TECHNICAL COOPERATION BUDGET: COUNCIL APPROVED TC 
BUDGET OF SF 7,434,000 WHICH IS HIGHER THAN CURRENTLY 
EXPECTED RECEIPTS. IN DISCUSSION OF ITEM, SY G MILI 
INDICATED THAT UNDP HAD REIMBURSED ITU FOR ALL DEFICITS 
PRIOR TO 1976, THAT 1976 DEFICIT HAD BEEN ERASED THROUGH 
USE OF FUNDS FROM SWISS POSTAGE STAMP MONEY AND THAT HE 
EXPECTED 1977 DEFICIT TO BE REIMBURSED BY UNDP AT UP- 
COMING GOVERNING BOARD MEETING. HE NOTED THAT UNDP GB 
WOULD SHORTLY DISCUSS JIU RECOMMENDATION RE CHANGING 
METHOD OF REIMBURSING EXECUTING AGENCY OVERHEAD COSTS 
AND HE EXPECTED ITU TO BENEFIT FROM THESE PROPOSED 
CHANGES. 

4. PUBLICATIONS BUDGET: AC APPROVED BUDGET OF SF 8,390,000. 
BECAUSE OF COUNCIL'S AGREEMENT TO TRANSFER FOUR POSITIONS 
TO REGULAR BUDGET AND OTHER MEASURES TO CUT COSTS, 

PRICE OF PUBLICATIONS FOR 1979 WILL BE REDUCED AS FOLLOWS: 

FOR MEMBERS - COST PLUS 16 PERCENT (1978: COST PLUS 25 
PERCENT); FOR NON-MEMBERS - COST PLUS 25 PERCENT (COST 
PLUS 65 PERCENT IN 1978). 
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5. TECHNICAL COOPERATION: THIS SUBJECT ENGENDERED MOST 
DISCUSSION, OTHER THAN BUDGET, DURING FINAL WEEK. 

ORIGINAL ORAL AFRICAN PROPOSAL WAS TO IMMEDIATELY ESTABLISH 
AN INTERSESSIONAL WORKING GROUP WITH TERMS OF REFERENCE 
IMPLYING RECOMMENDATION TO NEXT PLENIPOTENTIARY TO USE 
REGULAR BUDGETARY FUNDS FOR TC PURPOSES; SUBSEQUENT 
DRAFT LANGUAGE WAS EXTREMELY ONE-SIDED AND PREJUDICED 
ISSUE. USDEL TOOK BEHIND THE SCENES INITIATIVE TO HAVE 
SRIRANGAN (INDIA) NAMED TO COORDINATE TEXT OF RESOLUTION 
WHICH COULD BE ACCEPTED BY CONSENSUS AND HE DID SO IN 
CLOSE COORDINATION WITH US, FRG AND SWEDISH DELS. AS 
ACCEPTED BY AC, RESOLUTION NOW EMBODIES BOTH LDC AND 
DONOR STATE VIEWS ON TECHNICAL COOPERATION, CALLS FOR 
ESTABLISHMENT OF WORKING GROUP BY 1979 COUNCIL WHICH WILL 
DETERMINE COMPOSITION AND TERMS OF REFERENCE AND HAS 
GROUP MEETING DURING AC SESSIONS RATHER THAN INTERSESSION- 
ALLY. (DOC. 5277) DURING ENTIRE DEBATE, SOVIET AND 

ALLIED DELS STUDEOUSLY AVOIDED BECOMING INVOLVED IN 
DRAFTING OR EXPRESSING ANY VIEWS ON THIS RESOLUTION. IN 
RELATED MATTER, AC APPROVED SYG'S PROPOSALS FOR ITU 
INVOLVEMENT IN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT DECADE AND WORLD 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS YEAR, WHICH PROPOSED 1983 AS THE YEAR 
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CONCERNED. SOME MISGIVINGS WERE EXPRESSED BY MAIOR DONOR 
COUNTRIES PRINCIPALLY AS REGARDS WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION 
YEAR, PARTICULARLY BY SWEDISH DEL, WHO VIEWED OPERATION 
AS POTENTIALLY A HUGE PUBLICITY STUNT, AS DID FRENCH AND 
UK DELS. USDEL SUPPORTED OBJECTIVES OF DECADE CONSISTENT 
WITH STATEMENT IN UNGA. 

6. UK PROPOSAL FOR MOBILE RADIO CONFERENCE. FOLLOWING 
ACCEPTANCE OF SOFTENING LANGUAGE PROPOSED BY USDEL, AC 
APPROVED RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THAT 1979 WARC "MAY 
CONSIDER" UK PROPOSAL FOR HOLDING MOBILE SERVICE WARC 
AFTER 1979. 
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7. IFRB COMPUTER UTILIZATION: COUNCIL AGREED, WITH BROAD 
SUPPORT, TO APPROACH TAKEN IN DOCUMENT ON INCREASED 
UTILIZATION OF THE COMPUTER FOR IFRB ACTIVITIES, 

REGARDING STUDY AND IMPLEMENTATION OF COMPUTER CAPABILITY 
TO MEET IFRB NEEDS. PREPARATORY WORK IS SCHEDULED TO 
BEGIN BEFORE 1979 WORLD ADMINISTRATIVE RADIO CONFERENCE 
WITH POSSIBILITY OF TAKING RESULTS OF WARC INTO ACCOUNT 
BEFORE ACTUAL WORK GETS UNDER WAY. ADMINISTRATIONS ARE 
TO BE GIVEN OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT BY END OF OCTOBER 

1978. WORK PROGRAM INCLUDES TWO TO FOUR WEEK MEETING OF 
EXPERTS WITH ITU TO FINALIZE OBIECTIVES AND REQUIREMENTS, 
ENDING MID-DECEMBER 1978. ADMINISTRATIONS WOULD 
PRESUMABLY BE CALLED UPON TO MEET TRAVEL AND PER DIEM 
EXPENSES. 

8. PERSONNEL: POST OF LEGAL ADVISER AT 

P-5 AND JOB DESCRIPTION WAS APPROVED. COUNCIL ACCEPTED, 

OVER USSR OBJECTIONS. U.S. PROPOSAL TO HAVE JOB DESCRIP- 
TION WORDED IN SUCH A WAY AS TO PERMIT CONSIDERATION OF 
CANDIDATES WITH JOB EXPERIENCE IN RPOAS AND PRIVATE LAW 
FIRMS. 
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9. POLITICAL ISSUES: DELEGATES WERE BOTH PLEASED AND 
BORED OVER VIRTUAL ABSENCE OF POLITICAL ISSUES AT THIS 
SESSION OF COUNCIL. NOT A COMMENT WAS MADE ABOUT EAST- 
WEST OR MIDDLE EAST ISSUES. WHEN SOVIET DEL ATTEMPTED 
TO FISH IN TROUBLED WATERS BY CALLING INTO QUESTION ITU 
ASSISTANCE TO LIBERATION MOVEMENTS, HE EVOKED DETAILED 
DESCRIPTION BY SYG OF ASSISTANCE AND COOPERATION WITH 
ARAB LEAGUE AND OAU, WHICH WAS IN TURN SUPPORTED BY 
AFRICAN AND ARAB DELS. 

10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: AC AGREED TO HOLD NEXT SESSION 
BEGINNING JUNE 4, 1979 RUNNING TO JUNE 22, WITH POSSI- 
BILITY OF SHORTENING BY ONE WORKING DAY. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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